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I am not trying to observe contact. 

I am trying to understand what the act 
of observing contact does to the thing 
being observed.

Line of Enquiry

Screenshot

What I am exploring is not contact itself, but what happens to contact — 
and to the things being observed 

Each detection mode — Motion, Brightness, COCO-SSD — is a different 
way of deciding what counts as an element. Each produces a different 
world for the same rule to act upon.
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Pure code.  

B3 rule ran on circles I had written into 
existence. Contact and rule were 
indistinguishable.

Week 1 · The starting point
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Proxies both reduce and 
introduce uncertainty. By 
bridging the unknown or 
absent, they introduce the 
specter of the unknowable. 

— CHUN, 2018 

The system gained a 'there' — a 
real-world 
outside the code. 

Detection algorithms became the 
proxies 
that translate footage into circles 
the rule 
can act on. 

Bringing in proxies was what let the 
rule 
become something a viewer could 
begin 
to see.

CHUN · The  Proxy  Enters
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Week 1:  code  →  circles  →  rule

Week 2:  world  →  camera  →  proxy  →  rule
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Multiple imaging modes that create palimpsestic or parallax views of objects 
make it more difficult to imagine reading as an act of recovering truth, and 
render the interpretative act itself more visible. 

— DRUCKER, 2014, p. 191

DRUCKER · Three Modes

M O T I O N

p i x e l  c h a n g e

B R I G H T N E S S

l u m i n a n c e  t h r e s h o l d

C O C O - S S D

t r a i n e d  c a t e g o r i e s

Three modes preserved side-by-side, not reduced to one 'best' result
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Where The Proxy Fails — And Why That Is The Work

"introduce the specter of the 
unknowable."

—  C H U N ,  2 0 1 8

"A clear and logical setting 
emphasizes that which does not 
seem to fit within it."

—  C O N D I T I O N A L  D E S I G N  
M A N I F E S T O ,  2 0 1 3
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Where The Proxy Fails — And Why That Is The Work

Not bugs. These are the moments rule meets reality.
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Akten · The Trained Eye

The training data determines the full life experience of 
the network and ultimately shapes its worldview. When 
the trained network looks out into the world via the 
camera, it can only see what it already knows. 

— AKTEN, FIEBRINK & GRIERSON, 2019

A L G O R I T H M I C  L O G I C

M O T I O N   +   B R I G H T N E S S

Rule-based. 

No training data. 

No worldview. 

Pixel change. Luminance threshold. 

Mathematical operations, nothing more.

T R A I N E D  W O R L D V I E W

C O C O - S S D

80 trained categories = its life 
experience. 

Sees a person, a car, a cup. 

Silent before a jellyfish, a 
raindrop.
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A Visual Instrument, Not An Output

The tool runs in a browser, on a phone, in the user's 
hand. The observation apparatus moves with the body 
that uses it.
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Sontag · There Is No Neutral Style

Every style embodies an epistemological decision, an 
interpretation of how and what we perceive. 

— SONTAG, 1965

The first-week system was monochrome, geometric, 
symmetrical — a style I had read as 'no style’. 

This is a reflection, not a visible iteration. The question 
she opens stays open.
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Haraway · No View From Nowhere

eyes, including our own organic ones, are active 
perceptual systems, building on translations and 
specific ways of seeing, that is, ways of life. 

— HARAWAY, 1988, p. 583

The Tool Is Not A Neutral Instrument. 

It is itself a specific way of observing — a particular 
camera, a particular rule, a particular set of algorithms, 
in a particular body. 

"allows us to become answerable for what we learn how 
to see."
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All Iterations
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Drafts


