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One word, three meanings

Cambridge Dictionary

Place
Where something is

Arrangement
How parts are placed

Opinion
What someone thinks
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NYPL Digital Collections

Searching
“position”

A word becomes
a selection of images.
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Three starting points

PLACE
Map / 1864

ARRANGEMENT
Thomas Geminus / 1545

OPINION
Vivian Morris / 1936–1941
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References
Jan van Toorn Taryn Simon

People Calendar / 1972–1973 The Picture Collection / 2013

Grid and juxtaposition Labels and selection

2012 reprint / photo: The Print Arkive Detail from 2020 book / image: Gagosian
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01 / Archive

Complete images. A shared blue grid.
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Two grids

Physical grid

Edges, gaps and
relative position

Digital grid
A frame for
closer comparison
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02 / Remove
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02 / Remove

Whole Remaining Removed
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A map has more than routes

Routes
Locate a place

Stamps
Locate a record
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A written position

Cutting changes what we can read.

Vivian Morris / 1936–1941
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03 / Reassemble

01 02 03 04
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Four details

01 / Words 02 / Stamp 03 / Overlap 04 / Direction
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Reading across the body

The words become a connection.
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A new direction

A small shift changes the gesture.
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Video
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A cut becomes a window
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A cut becomes a window
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A cut becomes a window
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What lets us read a position?


