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How does grid resolution change the legibility, comparison and information loss of the same railway timetable?
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Jan van Toorn, Dc:\[gl'l and Ruiluxi\'ii}' (1994)

Dialogue "Two readings

Paul Bailey read this work as information design:;
in studio, read it as composition.

LYall, a bel

Herbert Bayer, Field of Vision (193(0)

CSM - GCD - Tao '.!'e"_u'a}!\q_ From screen to paper

cent discipline,

0

mifn&sthe nature of the message, there is a primacy
of the relation over being. In other words, it is the
bodies which think, not the minds. The constraint of
incorporation produces corporations, which are
these intermediary bodies and these institutions of
knowledge, abiding by norms and formulating norms
known as schools, churches, parties, associations,
debating societies, etc.
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The dialogue showed me that legibility is not a property of the
information itself but is composed by information design, by how its
parts are arranged, so | followed “position” as arrangement.

CSM - GCD - Tao

10



Retrieval and collage Position as arrangement

"Position” as arrangement: a search led to a 1545 rearrangement of
anatomical images, which | reedited to locate the designer as editor.

position

Cambridge Dictionary

P
>

Found

Reassembled

Tarta ossium tabuia [Skalaion in siming pasition]
+-a0d

MNYPL collection

Vesalius, 1543 Geminus, 1543

CSM - GCD - Tao Retrivval and collage Position as arrangement 11



Retrieval and collage Position as arrangement

Each image is reproduced at a 11 scale, then printed, cropped, and left
with the traces of its cropping, to observe the changes in their
relationships.

Cutting

Remainder

CSM - GCD - Tao Retricval and collage Position as arrangement

Tracing on grid tracing paper



Retrieval and collage Position as arrangement

Cut and collaged across the meanings of “position” how does a new
sense misread the original?

CSM - GCD - Tao Retricval and collage Position as arrangement



Comparison_ An archive of changes

My Adaptation

Original / derail

Legs

Vesalius / source pages

Historical Adapration

DVARVM DECIMAE QVINTAE MVSCYVLO-
RVM TABVL FIGVRARVHM, EARVN-
d-;:n'.]u-h ¢hara&terum Index,

Geminus / one plare

CSM - GCD - Tao Retricval and collage Position as arrangement



Comparison_ An archive of changes

My Adaptation

Original / derail Remaining sheet
& £
DE HVMBMANI

DECIM DE HVYMANI CORPORIS BRABRICA LIBER Ii

DECIMAQVINTA MVSCVL O~
RFM TABVLA

Vesalius / source pages

Historical A"I’Hj;'{[.'L;lli{'ll'l

DVARVM DI

RVM T2

DVARVM DECIMAEQVINTAE MVSCVLO-

RVM TABVLAE FIGVRARVM, EARVN-
dem'que charadterum Index,

Geminus / one [:I]."if_l:

CS5M - GCD - Tao f sition as arrangement




My Adaptation

O rig[na] £ derail FL%.'IJ[LIiI'Ii['Ig sheer Removed image

DE HVMANI

DECIM

Vesalius / source pages

Historical ;"‘td.‘l[.-L;llim'L

DVARVM DI

RVM T2

{__;'I_'|[Ii]'l'l.l.\ / one FI].'U_I:

CSM - GCD - Tao s sition as arrangement
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Vesalius / source pages Geminus / copy plate

Retricoal and colfage Position as arrangement

My Adapration

01 / Select

02/ Cue

Aud[untt'\ﬁd;l}'ﬂa rioi

03/ Arrange

04 / Trace




E




Weakness: any material would have done.
My method showed how rearrangement changes information, but not

where | stood. | had been studying what moves inside the frame, not the frame itself.
Across both projects, one thing stayed constant: the grid underneath.

CSM - GCD - Tao Comparison_ An archive of changes



T%mz'ng poz’nt_ Back to the grid

mean what is decided before any content
e things can go, and what cannot enter.

My position lies not in the material but in the frame By fre

that dwdu__ -'|"1nz—':|'e things go: the grid. arrives: \

By ing mental labor, blanks make burcaucracy, directing and de-

limiris g fill-in en

ern, bureaucraric

TAILE a-ceiest | IVERPOOL STREET, FEMCHURCH STREET, STRATFORD,
ILFORD, ROMFORD, BRENTWOOD, SHENFIELD AND CHELMSFORD.

MONDATE TO FAIDATE INOLUBIVE
ey Lraliss B W U E S S S

Bllwuutl'ut:.'
then both reading
cading is entaile
) i is not reading thar has
Kinross, B. (1985) The rhetoraic of Jluul[;i]il'.}', -
I'-'li_'.. 1: the 1928 LNER timetable 30 CHAPTER OME

Gitelman, L. (2014} Paper Knowledpe

Some plan the grid; others use it. A designer stands on both sides.

CSM - GCD - Tao '.!r:rﬂ're.-':."t'}w;.-':t! Back to the gr id 18



Look back_ Legibility

CSM - GCD - Tao Lowde hack_ Legibility




Grid system_ Fitted rather than read

Legibility: = tool in design, a condition in administration. A grid is fitted rather than read,

The more | examined these efforts at sedentarization, the more [

came to see them as a state's attempt to make a society legible, to ar-
range the population in ways that simplified the classic state functions
of taxation, conscription, and prevention of rebellion. Having begun 1o
think in these terms, [ began to see legibility as a central problem in
statecraft. The premodern state was, in many crucial respects, par-

legibility

i ol Jm=iy o b

Lo LR L

the fact of baing sasy 1o fenc, oF the dagree 15 which somathing s easy 10 read

tially blind; it knew precious little about its subjects, their wealth, their
landholdings and yiclds, their location, their very identity. It lacked
anvthing like a detailed “map” of its terrain and its peaple. It lacked,
Mesriling o legibiliey i Esiglish (Casmbiidge Dictioeiacy) for the most part, a measure, a metric, that would allow it to “trans-
late” what it knew into a common standard necessary for a synoptic
view. As a result, its interventions were often crude and self-defeating.

Scott, . C. (1998) Seeing Like a State, p. 2

CSM - GCD - Tao (:‘-.l'.":l"_r_w.'cm_ Firted rather than read



Grid system_ Whose universal?

Mdller-Brockmann calls the grid's laws universal. Yet when Univers
appeared, it was promoted as a typeface for "any language using Lati

characters’ ’K|r“|”“~\3 108_) D. 23). Su_ldf'&x_} aracter scripts already carry t _f'eir

own grid, built from the character itself.

Miller-Brockmann, J. (1981) Grid Systems in

Graphic Design: the module is drawn firse

CSM - GCD - Tao Grid System_ Whose universal?

..any language using Latin characters.”

Kinross, R. [1'}‘3"&}11:!: thetoric of neurr nlil‘\.', P 23, on the launch of Univers {Fru'lig:r, from 1'}“'34}
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Testing  One sentence, different grids

“Working with the grid system means submitting to laws of universal

validity” (Muller-Brockmann, 1981, p. 10), set three times.

orking with the grid system means E¥sliyyle] to
aws of universal validity.

Original
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Testing  One sentence, different grids

“Working with the grid system means submitting to laws of universal

validity” (MUller-Brockmann, 1981, p. 10), set three times.

'orking with the grid
ystem means HTYONEEEENE

to laws of universal via

lidity.
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Testing  One sentence, different grids

Working with the grid system means EsIlitilae] to
laws of universal validity.




Summarize Video
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My position has moved from asking whether design is neutral to asking
which elements of the modernist grid embody bureaucracy and which
leave room for the designer’s discretion, now that the grid is built into
design software and given before we begin.

CSM - GCD - Tao
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