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Fitted Rather Than Read
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Starting point_ Can design be neutral?
| began Unit 2 by asking whether design can be neutral. |
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Kinross, R. (1985) The rhetoric of neutrality Miiller-Brockmann, J. (1981) Grid Systems in Graphic Design
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Iesting_ Fix the source, change the grid

4 Ll
TARLEA3-owsilesed. | |VERPOOL STREET, FENCHURCH STREET, STRATFORD, .
ILFORD, ROMFORD, BRENTWOOD, SHENFIELD AND CHELMSFORD.

Kinross, R. (1985) The rhetoraic of neutrality,
Fig. 1: the 1928 LNER timetable

Transfer Modern Grid

Modern Grid Translation

How does grid resolution change the [Slolllia% comparison and information
loss of the same railway timetable?
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TARLEA3-owsilesed. | |VERPOOL STREET, FENCHURCH STREET, STRATFORD,
ILFORD, ROMFORD, BRENTWOOD, SHENFIELD AND CHELMSFORD.

MONDAYS TO FRIDAYS INOLUSIVE.
(For trmbisa on Balurdays sos pages & 1o 01

Kinross, R. (1985) The rhetoraic of neutrality,
Fig. 1: the 1928 LNER timetable

Modern Grid Translation

Modern Grids and Layouts

| ame st ||VERPOOL STREET, FENCHURCH STREET, STRATFORD,
ILFORD, ROMFORD, BRENTWOOD, SHENFIELD AND CHELMSFORD.

MON TO S INCLUSIVE,

CSM - GCD - Tao Testing_ Fix the source, change the grid

Miiller-Brockmann, J. (1981)
8 grid fields
Modern Grid Translation

Modern Grids and Layouts

| CHELMRFORD

Miiller-Brockmann, J. (1981)
20 grid fields
Modern Grid Translation

Modern Grids and Layouts

FENCHURCH 8T. o,
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Miiller-Brockmann, J. (1981)
32 grid fields
Modern Grid Translation

LIVERPOOL STREET, FENCHURCH STREET, STRATFORD,
ILFORD, ROMFORD, BRENTWOOD, SHENFIELDAND CHELMSFORD.

NONDAYS TO PRIDAYS INCLUBIVE. a
{For trains on Saturdays see pages 63 to #.)

Modern Grids and Layouts

LIVERPOOL STREET, FENCHURCH STREET, STRATFORD, ILFORD, ROMFORD, BRENTWOOD,
SHENFIELD AND CHELMSFORD. .............. e




Iesting_ Grid Resolution Study
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Modern Grid Translation Original Information Overlaid with a Modern Grid Different Grid in Web

2D

3D

Miiller-Brockmann (1981), p.148
"space can be articulated and structured with o
the aid of the grid" ':’:}gﬁfgﬁ-ﬁi Hearh A

3D Grid Construction and Translation

3D Website Placement
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Create a 3D interactive content grid

CSM - GCD - Tao Testing _ Grid Resolution Study
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https://taogcd.github.io/timetable/

lesting_ From screen to paper
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lesting_ From
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1esting_ From screen to paper
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. l d . Jan van Toorn, Design and Reflexivity (1994) "“Iifes the nature of the message, there is a primacy
Dld 0g%€_ TWO I'e’c'l lngS of the relation over being. In other words, it is the
bodies which think, not the minds. The constraint of
incorporation produces corporations, which are
these intermediary bodies and these institutions of
knowledge, abiding by norms and formulating norms

an‘ Bal|€y Ijead thlS \/\/Ql’k aS mermathn dGSIgD; known as schools, churches, parties, associations,
Cyan, a Berlin studio, read it as composition. debating societies, etc.

— Reégis Debray, 1994
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The dialogue showed me that legibility is not a property of the
information itself but is composed by information design, by how
its parts are arranged, so | followed “position” as arrangement.

CSM - GCD - Tao



Retrieval and collage_ Position as arrangement

REEIEeIRN < o rangement: a search led to a 1545 Following the anatomical figures, | found Geminus's 1545 rearrangement
rearrangement of anatomical images, which | reedited  of Vesalius's 1543 woodcuts. Each plate can still be traced to its source, so |
to locate the designer as editor. reedited it to locate the designer as editor.

Cambridge Dictionary

y

<

Reassembled

Found

R DIGITAL COLLEGTIONS

Tertia ossium tabula [Skeleton in aiming position]

Tertia osslum tabula [Skelatan in aiming position]
+-A00D

NYPL collection

Vesalius, 1543 Geminus, 1545

CSM - GCD - Tao  Retrieval and collage_ Position as arrangement 10



Fach image is reproduced at a ] scale, then printed,
cropped, and left with the traces of its cropping, to

observe the changes in their [SENCIASRISE

Cutting Remainder

CSM - GCD - Tao

Tracing on grid tracing paper
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Cut and collaged across the meanings of “position”: how
does a new sense misread the original?
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CSM - GCD - Tao Retrieval and collage_ Position as arrangement
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Comparison_ An archive of changes | |
Fisures once pages apart now share one plate. | cut them from their

39 comparisons, 107/ source pages, three libraries: every original pages to trace what changed, the gaps they left and their
edit made legible. ties to the text. WhatiisilelfaaEdlelal coes this srouping produce?
. . . . Original / detail Remaining sheet Removed image
p211 p2i2 p2i4 p.219 Legs oe wvam s winen , 3 -
! ! o My Adaptation _
Vesalius / source pages
J Historical Adaptation QéTview _

My Adaptation

Tools

Geminus / one plate

CSM - GCD - Tao Comparison_ An archive of changes
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A reader can select and rearrange the same fragment
while keeping its source.
Fach choice adds another position to the work.

01 / Select

Website Features: Arrange

02/ Cut

An archive of changes.

My Adaptation Audience'sAdaptation

\
\

Website Features: Archive 03 / Arrange

Vesalius / source pages Geminus / copy plate

04 / Trace

Website Features: Compare

Collection

CSM - GCD - Tao Comparison_ An archive of changes 14


http://taogcd.github.io/out-of-the-picture

and Rearrangement

atd Reagrangemient

Anatomy,

T
LAINTEGRA

I walivor's

Comparison_ An archive of changes
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Weakness: any material would have done. Where did | stand?

CSM - GCD - Tao Comparison_ An archive of changes
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Turning point_ Back to the grid

My position lies not in the material but in the frame

that decides where things go: the grid.

TARLE 13-contieet. LIVERPOOL STREET, FENCHURCH STREET, STRATFORD,
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Bureaucracy

Kinross, R. (1985) The rhetoraic of neutrality,
Fig. 1: the 1928 LNER timetable
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Copyright

By dividing mental labor, blanks make bureaucracy, directing and de-
limiting fill-in entries that form the incremental expressions of the mod-
crn, l}llI'CﬂllC!'ﬂtiC SC‘IE And i[ Shﬂll]d he Clt_'.lll' thﬂt, ds thﬁ'. i]]St]'Ul11CI]tS (_}F
innumerable petty bureaucracies, blank forms and other _jnb printing, like
papcr\\-'urk gcncrally, cannot 1nspire the sorts of rcudcrly sub_jccti\-'it}-' that
Poe — through Dupin —calls “identification” and “identifying with.” In-
deed, who ever really reads receipts, bills, tickets, bonds, or certificates? Yes,
there is writing printed on them, and filling in blanks requires attention to
prompts, but their textual qualities have become “naturalized” through the
social processes that have made them useful as the impersonal instruments
they are, so that the printing on them “has seemed to disappear.”** They
wouldn’t function if they didn’t have printing on them, yet few pc()plc
would describe their ﬁmctioning in terms of rt‘.ading, unless in the context
of controversy, where a counterfeit is discovered or a lawsuit seems likely;
then both reading and forensic analysis enter the picture 2N otably, what-
ever reading is entailed by genres like bills of lading and stock transfers, it

is not reading that has very much to do with the sort of readerly subjec-

CHAPTER ONE

Gitelman, L. (2014) Paper Knowledge

Some plan the grid; others use it. A designer stands on both sides.

CSM - GCD - Tao Turning point_ Back to the grid



Look back_ Legibility

CSM - GCD - Tao

legibility
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Grid system__ Fitted rather than read

Legibility: a tool in design, a condition in administration.

A grid is fitted rather than read.

Meaning of legibility in English

legibility
noun[U]
UK¥) /led3.a'bil.ati/ us¥) /led3.a'bil.ati/

Add to word list :=

the fact of being easy to read, or the degree to which something is easy to read:

* Our job is to ensure the accuracy and legibility of clinical documents.

* Factors such as type design and layout affect the legibility of the text.

Opposite

illegibility,

Meaning of legibility in English

CSM - GCD - Tao Grid system_ Fitted rather than read

The more I examined these efforts at sedentarization, the more I
came to see them as a state’s attempt to make a society legible, to ar-
range the population in ways that simplified the classic state functions
of taxation, conscription, and prevention of rebellion. Having begun to
think in these terms, I began to see legibility as a central problem in
statecraft. The premodern state was, in many crucial respects, par-

tially blind; it knew precious little about its subjects, their wealth, their
landholdings and yields, their location, their very identity. It lacked
anything like a detailed “map” of its terrain and its people. It lacked,
for the most part, a measure, a metric, that would allow it to “trans-
late” what it knew into a common standard necessary for a synoptic
view. As a result, its interventions were often crude and self-defeating.

Scott (1998) Seeing Like a State
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Summarize Video

CSM - GCD - Tao

Summarize_ Video

Grid system

A designer stands on both sides:
fitting into grids set by others,
and setting grids for others to fill.

20



Which elements in the design language of the grid system itself embody
bureaucracy, and which leave room for the designer's discretion?

Now built into design software, how far do grids shape how users work
and see/

CSM - GCD - Tao Projection
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